ADMISSION TERMS

Here are some commonly used terms referring to college admissions:
REGULAR ADMISSION 
Regular admission describes the application procedure in which most candidates are required to complete their applications before a deadline and are notified of decisions at a time specified by the college, usually during the first two weeks in April. Students offered admission have until 1 May to accept. If they do not reply by then, they lose their place. Some colleges, like airlines, “overbook.” 

ROLLING ADMISSION 
A large number of colleges now made decisions on applications within four to six weeks after the folder is complete. You can accept immediately, wait until you have heard from all your schools or wait until 1 May. The catalogue will tell you if a college is on rolling admission. It is obviously to your advantage to apply early to colleges that use this plan, since the more freshmen applying, the harder it is to get admitted. 

EARLY DECISION 
Early Decision is a formal understanding between a student and a college in which the student agrees to enroll if admitted. Only those persons who can make a deliberate first choice decision should even consider applying Early Decision to a school. The deadline for Early Decision applications is usually 1 November (although some are as early as mid-October). These applications are either accepted, deferred to the regular admission applicant pool, or rejected. You may apply to only one college under most Early Decision plans. 

There are two advantages to applying Early Decision. If you get accepted, the college application process is over by December. If you get deferred, you have somewhat of an advantage over the regular applicants because the college knows that it is your first choice if accepted you will undoubtedly enroll in the fall. There is a disadvantage, however. If accepted, you are committed. (The only exception is if you are applying for financial aid and the award is insufficient. In this case, you are not bound to enroll.) Immediately after your acceptance, you will be required to withdraw all other applications. As Early Decision agreements very from school to school, be certain to familiarize yourself with the policies of your chosen schools. Colleges duly underscore their Early Decision policies in their catalogues and applications.

EARLY ACTION
Early Action allows you to apply to a college and receive a decision well before spring of the senior year; however, you are not committed to enroll at that particular college. You may apply only to one college under an Early Action plan. You may apply to other colleges (including one Early Decision application). The college may request a deposit before 1 May, but must indicate that it is refundable until that date. 

EARLY NOTIFICATION
Early Notification is similar to Early Action in that you will receive a decision in advance of the usual spring date and are not committed to attend if accepted. It differs from Early Action in that you may apply to more than one college under this plan.

WAIT LIST 
As an insurance policy against a shortfall in the freshman class, most colleges place some applicants on the Wait List. This decision implies that one is clearly qualified for admission, but maybe his or her extracurricular activities (or some other factor) are not as strong as other candidates accepted for admission. Students on the Wait List are accepted later if a large number of applicants offered acceptance turned the college down and the school needs more students to fill up its freshman class. A decision usually comes in May or June, but may come as late as July. If a candidate accepts an invitation from the Wait List, he or she forfeits the deposit made at another college. 

